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Almost Dancing Easter Joy
“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He has been raised; he is not here.”
Mark 16:6b
I just visited the LA Fitness website
where up until a year ago I had normally
checked multiple times a week to plan
my weekly Zumba exercise class schedule. Almost exactly one year since they
closed all gyms due to “national emergency” the weekly group exercise class
schedules are back up: some of my favorite Zumba instructors are resuming
classes while others are noticeably absent. The classes would be held with
limited capacity and we would all be required to wear masks while exercising.

to worship, visitation, fellowship, Christian education, and service to the communities around us, our churches have
continued to remain open, even when
our doors were not. (Moreover, I’ve had
opportunity to connect with our sister
churches and other pastors in ways I
might not otherwise have had opportunity or motivation.) Now our task is to continue caring for ourselves and one another with simultaneous attention to both
factual health advisories and our Christian moral imperatives.

After a shaky start, the U.S. vaccine
rollout has begun to gain traction.
Thanks to vaccinations and to adherence to restrictions, infection rates, hospitalizations, and COVID-related deaths
have been declining, though in some
instances that progress has stalled. PreOh, so tempting. However, in the past viously closed business sectors are beyear, I keep thinking of the Apostle ing allowed to re-open and capacity rePaul’s warning that things which are strictions eased.
“lawful” are not necessarily things that
are “beneficial” to the common good. (1 However, public health officials have
Corinthians 10:23) My return to in- also cautioned strenuously that such reperson group exercise should likely have openings could be premature and run
to wait until I am vaccinated so that I the risk of stalling or reversing recent
may err on the side of caution.
progress, especially in light of the arrival
of new fast-spreading variants of the
Now that we have passed the one-year virus. We may be done with the virus,
anniversary of the onset of the COVID- but clearly the virus is not done with us.
19 pandemic, we find ourselves waiting– We cannot get comfortable or give in to
with both heavy fatigue and hopeful an- a false sense of security that the worst of
ticipation–for a return to a fuller life of the pandemic is behind us, not when
community in church and world. Our mass vaccination is so very close.
grief at this long year of separation is
real. Our relief at hopeful signs in the As we look towards Holy Week and
pandemic battle is beginning to material- Easter, we know that traveling these
ize. I am hopeful that we will be able to holy days once more with distancing
return to limited in-person worship ser- restrictions is a deep disappointment.
vices at MPCC later this Spring.
We believe, however, that such restraint
is reflective of Christ’s Maundy Thursday
I am so thankful for the faithfulness with mandate to love one another, and the
which the people of our sister churches Good Friday message of sacrifice. Our
have responded to the challenges of the gradual regathering in the long Easter
past year. Through creative adaptations season will be a true experience of repage 1

newed life and a rich blessing!
I give thanks to God for each of you and
your faithfulness and with hope and confidence that the church is being called in
new ways to share in God’s mission.
Dancing with You with Resurrection Joy
in my Heart,
Pastor Mitchell
Worship at MPCC
April 1
Maundy Thursday
“A Feast of Love”
Hosted by San Marino Congregational
UCC
April 2
Good Friday
“Cross in Quarantine”
MPCC with San Marino UCC, & Covina
Community UCC
April 4
Easter Sunday
YouTube Livestream
“Now What?”
Mark 16:1-8
April 11
YouTube Livestream
“Marks of Faith”
John 20:19-31
April 18
YouTube Livestream
“Christ Among Us”
Luke 24:36b-48
April 25
PAAM Sunday
YouTube Livestream
“A Just World for All: Listen to the
Shepherd’s Voice Again”
John 10:11-18
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A Message from our Moderator…
Justin I.

MPCC youth Trent H. will begin his Eagle Scout project by
creating beautiful benches with flowers for additional seating
on the lanai in a couple of months. Trent continues to fundThe Council has tentatively scheduled our first in-person ser- raise for his project and the way our church can help support
vice for June 6th. Reopening will be contingent on LA Coun- is by bringing in your recyclables (aluminum cans and plastic
ty staying out of the purple tier, and service will be modified water bottles) and he will be looking into a possible Panda
in accordance with social distancing and other COVID
Express fundraiser (please be on the lookout for the flyer).
related safety measures. We will not be hosting coffee hour,
but will set up chairs and tables on the lanai to allow for so- As mentioned in the March Good News, the Trustees were
cializing after the service. A survey will be distributed as part looking into creating an account to be able to accept online
of next month’s Good News and I strongly encourage you all donations. We will be sending a survey on the types of online
to fill it out so that the Council can gauge interest and ad- payment platform you may already be using. This survey will
dress any questions or concerns. More details will be shared help the Trustees decide which online payment platform
in the coming weeks, but please feel free to reach out if you based on the responses to the survey. If you can take the
have any specific questions, suggestions or concerns.
time to answer a one or two questions survey we would appreciate it.
Christian Education Board
Lori K., Co-Chairperson
The CE Board has planned a spectacular Hippity-Hoppity
Easter Egg for Saturday April 3rd (see details on our church
website Montebelloucc.org/events). We hope all our kids will
join us for this safe and socially distanced event in MPCC’s
parking lot and we are excited to say that the response is
already
looking
good.
The CE board continues with classes for our youth and elementary students but we also cover the Christian education
of adults. If you are interested in joining a Bible study group
please contact Lori K.. Participants don’t need to belong to
our church, anyone can join so invite a friend as well.

Wednesday/Saturday Group
Bob Miwa
2/3/21 Nitaya Y. and Ryan Y. cleaned the yard and weeded
along the fence between the Pastor's backyard and the
parking lot and also along the fence between the social hall
and the neighbor's.
2/6/21 Roger N., Steven W., Bien R., Maria M., Ryan Y.,
Pastor and Nitaya Y. mowed, edged and cleaned the front,
lanai and back yard. Bien and Ryan finished taking the roots
of the bird of paradise by the front gate. Roger finished leveling and caulking the last two toilet seats in the rest
rooms. Pastor Mitchell cut more bird of paradise roots.

Your CE Board prays with you! Continue to stay healthy and 2/10/21 Ryan, Pastor and Nitaya weeded and cleaned the
please wear a mask!
yard. Ryan and Nitaya watered the yard. Pastor Mitchell cut
more bird of paradise roots.
A Message from our Treasurer…
Terry H.

2/17/21
Ryan and Nitaya weeded the front parkway and
watered the plants.

The Trustee Board would like to thank you for your financial 2/20/21 Roger, Bien, Ryan, Steven, Nitaya, and Maria
support . The first lunch fundraiser income now is at mowed edged and weeded the back yard.
$3142.00.
3/3/21 Nitaya and I cleaned the yard and watered.
February
Year to Date
Total Income:
$20,442.00
$39,428.61
3/6/21 Roger, Bien, Maria, and Nitaya weeded the Young's
Total Expense:
$19,006.68
$38,137.27
backyard. Bien used the weed whacker to cut the weeds in
Surplus/(Deficit)
$1,435.32
$1,291.34
the Chavez property. Nitaya watered and cleaned the yard.
Building Fund is $317,921.97
Setsuko Hagihara Fund $52,993.66
3/10/21 Nitaya and I weeded the front parkway lawn.
3/20/21 Roger and Ryan located and changed the filters
for the A/C and heater filters in the C.E. wing and office. We
mowed, edged the front and back parkway as Maria and
Nitaya weeded both areas. Nitaya weed whacked the north
Trustees this past month have really set forth to support the side of C. E. wing and Chavez property.
AV committee to improve the online church service. The
Trustees recently approved the purchase of a new computer
to support the various software the AV committee were using
to record and create the power points you see on YouTube.
Board of Trustees
Roger N., Chairperson
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Special Offerings and Gifts

Diaconate Board
Annie Y., Chairperson
Greetings from Diaconate Board!
Happy Spring and upcoming Holy Week!

C., Elizabeth

Hope springs eternal, and with most of the senior members
of our congregation having been vaccinated, we have at
least a reason to be hopeful for better days to come.

F., Steve & Naomi

Donation & In Memory of
Noby U.
Ash Wednesday & Holy
Communion

On that note, we are now talking about at least partially
opening the church again, especially for those who could not
attend virtual services or just prefer to do so in person.
A committee was formed to assess the logistics of returning
and a survey will be sent out again to determine everyone’s
readiness to attend in-person services.
The Diaconate board is awaiting outcomes of decisions
made by the committee to see what the worship duties are
for the board. The usual board duties include assigning lay
readers, greeters, coffee hour host (coffee hour might not
happen for a while), AV, communion, etc… Many of these
duties will be modified based on Covid-19 restrictions.

Special Offering,

M., Toni

Special Offering

O., Michio

Youth Ministries

P., Mike

Donation

S., Lynn

In Memory of Jason S.

Y., Loran

Family Fund

Chinese: 一个公平的世界
(pronounced: yīgè gōngpíng de
shìjiè)

Again, the board did not meet in March but I did call board
members to keep them abreast of ongoing situations, especially as it relates to church re-opening.

Korean: 모든 만물을 위한 정의로

April 4th will be Easter Sunday and Easter lilies have been
ordered and distributed/delivered to folks who have suffered
a loss or illness. We are requesting donations of $20 from
the congregation to help pay for these flowers.

(pronounced: Mo-deun Man-muleul wee-han Jeong-wee-roh-un
Pyeong-hwa)
Ilocano:
Justicia ti sangkalubungan
Kampampangan: Masaplalang yatu cecatamungan
Pangasinan: Makatonongan dalin parad amin
Tagalog: Isang Makatarungang Mundo Para Sa Lahat
Indonesian: Keadilan Untuk Semua
Vietnamese: Thế giới công bằng của bạn
Thai: โลกทียุต ิธรรมสําหรับทุกคน
(pronounced: lok thī̀ yutiṭham s̄ả h̄mrạb thuk khon)

Another diaconate board duty is to distribute donation envelopes for various fundraising efforts. The upcoming ones are
for One Great Hour of Sharing and support for the JRV
church in the Philippines. They will be sent out with the
Good News as they become available. As always, we are
grateful for this church’s generosity toward these efforts.
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God.” Philippians 4:6

Call for “A Just World for All”

We are preparing a special “Call to Worship” for Pacific Islander and Asian American Ministries Sunday. We invite all
MPCC’ers and their families to send a short video clip saying
the phrase “A Just World for All” in the language of your
choice. Here are some you can choose from:

Spanish: Un mundo de justicia para todas, todos, y
todes
Hawaiian: He Ao Pono No Ka Poʻe a Pau Loa
Samoan: Fai Mea Tonu Mo Tagata Uma
Japanese: みんなに正しい世の中
(pronounced: minna ni tadashii yononaka)

운 평화

Don’t see your language here? Please make your own (and
consult with a native speaker of that language) or ask Pastor
Mitchell for more.
We want to see all your faces calling for “A Just World for
All”!
Please send your video clip to BJ at
<mpccucc@gmail.com> or her cell phone number by April
15.
Thank you! Mahalo! ありがとうございます!¡
Gracias!
Salamat

page 3

GOODNEWS

April 2021
With Our Church Family

April Birthday
Celebrations

Prayers of the People
With Deepest Sympathy to the family/ies of:
· Virginia K., Yasuko H.'s sister, who passed away on March 2 at the age of 88.
· Louis, Rosa R.'s neighbor who was in hospice care and passed away on March
5. Prayers especially for his wife Martha.
· Maggie, Rosa R.'s cousin Lucy's mother, who passed away.
· Nick, Jan F.'s long-time friend Connie C. 's nephew, who was in ICU with Covid-19
since December and passed away this month. He leaves his wife and 6-year-old
daughter.
· Larry B., Jan F.'s long-time friend, passed away on March 15. He is survived by his
wife, three children and 2 grandchildren.
· The 18,000 lives lost in the Tohoku earthquake and tsunami on this 10th anniversary of the disaster in Japan.
Prayers of Healing, Comfort and Blessing for:
George A., Nancy I.'s partner, as he recovers from foot surgery; from Miyo I.
Kenzo, Mari, and Kaito K. as they make their new home in La Crescenta. Kaito will
start at a new school this fall.
· Eileen P. had surgery on March 5. Prayers for her recovery and also for Bing, as
he cares for her. (No phone calls, please.)
· The Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple community as they deal with the vandalism
on the temple grounds. The vandalism is being investigated as a possible hate
crime, part of the increasing attacks on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.
· Eileen M., whose scheduled shoulder surgery was postponed once again.
· Helen O., living with dementia, and for Michio, who is her caregiver.
· Jeffrey M., our UCC missionary friend in Japan, was the translator on a webinar
on March 17 of the on-going problems and concerns of the people in Fukushima dealing with the damaged nuclear plant from the great earthquake 10 years
ago. TepCo is making plans to release contaminated water into the ocean in the
near future.
· Carolyn and Henry W. ask for prayers for their son Keith and his co-workers, who
are back in the U.K. for two weeks on yet another work-related trip.
· Christine K. prays for all those who received devastating news as they gather
as family to support one another.
· Maria M. prays that we remember Matt. 5:44 - "But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you," in the midst of hate crimes against
people of color, so as not to act in kind.
· Rev. Wendell M. of Lincoln Memorial UCC, who spoke to us during Black History
Month and Rev. Ashley H. of Mt. Hollywood UCC, a long supporter of the Japanese
community at Hollywood Independent, UCC since before WW II, for their prayers of
concern and solidarity in this time of anti-Asian attacks.
·
·

2
3
5
6
9
9
12
13
15
17
17
22
23
23
25
27
30

Grant K.
Jocelyn Y.
Masao S.
James Y.
Tom F.
Todd Y.
Jesse E.
David T.
Jan F.
Kunio K.
Susie P.
Kelsie R.
Jack K.
Kisa S.
Steven W.
June F.
Liane P.

2021
Church Directory
The 2021 Church Directory is available for
pick-up. Please contact
the Church Office to
coordinate a pick up
date.
mpccucc@gmail.com
(323) 721-5568

Thanksgiving:
by Kenzo K., for his mother Yasuko's successful surgery. The K. family donated a
beautiful bouquet to the church for the Feb. 28 virtual worship service.
· by Hyunjae L., a seminarian at Claremont School of Theology and a Fukushima Scholarship recipient. She is striving to do her best during the pandemic
and plans to go on to get her doctoral degree.
·

NOTE:
For prayer requests in the month of April e-mail Pastor Mitchell at mpccucc@yahoo.com or call (323)
893-2672 by the Friday before the Sunday service to be included in the Pastoral Prayer.
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Get Involved

Join a Group

Lend a Hand

Save Used Stamps

Virtual Chair

Used Stamps Project continues! Please help us
by continuing to save your used stamps. Our
contributions help Japan overseas. The partnership provides health care and assistance to
people by selling the used stamps to collectors.

Yoga
with Jocelyn Yamasaki

Collect used stamps and bring them to church.
Please leave at least 1/8-1/4” around the stamp
and if it is multiple stamps cut it together. For
more information call Evelyn Yoshimi.

Wednesdays @7:30AM
Via Zoom

The Reverend J.K. Fukushima Memorial
Scholarship
The Board of Trustees of the Montebello Plymouth Congregational Church is now accepting applications for the Reverend
Joseph K. Fukushima Memorial Scholarship for the 2021-2022
school year.
This scholarship honors the memory of the late Rev. Fukushima
who was a pioneer pastor among the Japanese-American Christians, serving for about fifty-five years. Rev. Fukushima affirmed
the value of an education. This scholarship seeks to assist the
education of persons pursuing a major course of study in areas
which will develop the skills and understanding necessary to further the development of Christian Ministries.

Easter Lilies
Deacons are looking for 25-30 donors at $20 per plant to
adorn the Chapel but also be shared with persons and
families in our community who could use some Resurrecon joy in this Spring. Checks may be made payable to
Montebello Plymouth Congregational Church with a
memo: “Easter Lilies”.

Candidates must be enrolled or have been accepted at an accredited Theological School and have NOT completed their Master’s
Degree. Candidates must also have completed two years of undergraduate studies by September of the award year. The deadline for application must be postmarked by May 31, 2021. The
scholarship will be awarded by June 30, 2021.
For application forms or for additional information, contact the
Worship with Us on our YouTube page
church office.

YouTube.com/mpccucc

Akira Mori Memorial Scholarship
Applications are being accepted for the Akira Mori Memorial
scholarship. The scholarship was set up to honor and financially
assist qualified graduating high school seniors and current college undergraduate students who are members of, or children of
members of Montebello Plymouth Congregational Church who
intend on furthering their education in a higher institution of
learning. The deadline to submit the application and transcripts
is May 31, 2021. Please contact BJ W. for an application.

Palm Sunday: YouTube Livestream March 28
Maundy Thursday, posted April 1
Good Friday, posted April 2
Easter Sunday: YouTube Livestream April 4
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Get Involved

Join a Group

Lend a Hand

Virtual Summer Ex 2021
DATES: July 7-30 (Monday/Wednesday/Friday) 9:30am-12pm
REGISTRATION FEE: $25

AGES: PRE-K TO 8TH GRADE

REGISTER ONLINE website: montebelloucc.org (limited space)
Quest for God’s Light!
Join us for a virtual discovery on Adventure Island for our children to
arise and shine because the light of God’s love has come and is
shining on them. The children will be empowered by exploring ways
God’s light by reflecting what they’ve learned.
“Arise! Shine! Your light has come; the Lord’s glory has shone upon
you!” Isaiah 60:1

Mabuhay! You Asked for It!

Masarap! (Delicious!)
(Actual plate may not be as pictured.)
The Filipino Plate Fundraiser scheduled for
Saturday, April 17. The Reyes Family leads
our menu selections. Suggested donation is
$10 per plate, but in these financially challenging times, we graciously receive whatever
is offered. Call Lynne H. or Suzy H. (or the church office) to pre-order.
Pre-order deadline will be Friday, April 9. Thank you all so much for
your support!

Staff Wanted!
Applications for teachers and teacher’s
aides available online on our website:
montebelloucc.org or email
mpccucc@gmail.com. Volunteer staff will
receive an honorarium at the end of the
program. Applications open for high
school sophomores or above. All staff
members must be able to work in a team
ministry situation. They must show maturity in their Christian faith and a willingness
to work with children and youth. Please
spread the word out. Contact BJ for more
information.

Please note: out of compassion to our volunteer cooks and helpers we
will only take orders up to 250. Please call early.

The Hate Crime Book
Created by Esther Young Lim in response to an increased hate crime towards our
AAPI community. Fearing for the safety of Ms. Lim’s family and friends, she
realized there were no resources the AAPI community can use to educate themselves on how to recognize and report Asian hate crimes, and specifically resources in native Asian languages.
The first set of the Hate Crime booklets were printed in May 2020 and were
distributed to her local Los Angeles community in the San Gabriel Valley
and Koreatown areas. The booklets are available digitally as e-booklets in 7
languages (Korean, Chinese, Japanese, Thai, Vietnamese, Spanish, and English only) for the LA/OC, SF/Oakland, and NY regions in hatecrimebook.com to be downloaded.
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Contact our church office for help in
acquiring a digital/physical copy.
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Mon

Tue

Wed

NOTE: Events marked with an asterisk (*) are private classes and not
church events. Please contact the church oﬃce for more informa on.

R e c y c l i n g

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Maundy
Thursday

Good Friday

Hippity-Hoppity
Easter Event
@10-11:30

10

Choir Meeting @4:30

4

5

6

7

8

9

Easter Sunday

*Virtual Dance @5

Virtual Bible Study
@10

*Virtual Chair
Yoga @7:30

Choir Meeting @4:30

Last day for Plate
Luncheon Pre-order

16

Holy Communion

Youth Outdoor
Fellowship @10

*Virtual Dance @3

11

12

13

14

15

Board of Trustees
Meeting

*Virtual Dance @5

Virtual Bible Study
@10

*Virtual Chair
Yoga @7:30

Choir Meeting @4:30

17
Drive-thru Plate
Luncheon @11-1

*Virtual Dance @3

18
Council Meeting

19

21

20

*Virtual Dance @5

Virtual Bible Study
@10

25

26

27

28

PAAM Sunday

*Virtual Dance @5

Virtual Bible Study
@10

*Virtual Chair
Yoga @7:30

Goodnews Articles
Due

22

*Virtual Chair Yoga
@7:30
Choir Meeting @4:30
*Virtual Dance @3
Goodnews
Mailing

29

23

24

Virtual
Youth Fellowship @5
pm

Central Association
Meeting

30

*Virtual Dance @3

Coming in

May
2021:

9
14, 28
23
30
31

Youth-led Mother’s Day Service
Virtual Youth Fellowship
Strengthen the Church Oﬀering / Pentecost Sunday
Memorial Sunday
Memorial Day—Oﬃce closed

Join us for our Virtual Worship Service on
Sundays at 10 a.m. :
YouTube Livestream
Subscribe to our Youtube page to watch our
latest videos
(www.youtube.com/mpccucc)
*Contact our Church Office for more info
(323) 721-5568 mpccucc@gmail.com

See our updated online calendar at:
htt p://Montebelloucc.org//

Listen in to our Live Worship Service
1. Call: 1(669)900-9128
2. After the prompt, type in the meeting ID:
9474557406#
3. A second prompt will ask you to type in your participant ID or push #
4. Push #
5. You should be connected and will hear the audio
on your phone
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Church Contacts
Pastor - Mitchell Y.
Moderator – Justin I.
Vice Moderator - Jayson D.
Clerk - Ron T.
Treasurer – Terry H.
Historian – (unfilled)
Members-at-large - Anna F. J., Kiku K.
Music Director - Eileen M.
Youth Min. Dir. – BJ W.
Good News Editor - BJ W.
Please submit Good News articles by
Sunday, April 18 @8pm
via email to
mpccucc@gmail.com
website: montebelloucc.org
e-mail: mpccucc@gmail.com
Office Hours:
M-TH: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
F: 10:00am – 1:00 pm

Join us for
Sunday Worship Services at 10am
Via YouTube Live

